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and John Norden's Pensive Mans Practise claimed forty impres-
sions by 1627. Reading these manuals made men feel indepen-
dent of bishops and priests: they naturally differed widely in
the conclusions they reached after their reading. While the
middle classes were united in opposition to episcopacy, they
became divided about all else. Whereas the upper-middle-class
man tended to adopt an Erastian form of presbyterianism, the
lower-middle-class man often became a separatist.
The presbyterian and the sectary had many grounds of differ-
ence, apart from their denominational opinions. Undoubtedly
the merchants and moneyed classes who formed the backbone
of presbyterianism despised the upstart mechanics,1 who now
took upon themselves, male and female alike, to preach, and
who often seemed totally devoid of all dignity and restraint—
especially in scenes of adult baptism by immersion. Other
causes of offence were their arrogating to themselves the name
of the godly party or saints, their frequent interruption of ser-
vices and assumption that ministers of other persuasions were
mere time-servers, their mission-like zeal (which was aided by
their gifts of popular oratory), their claim to revelations (which
are said to have led some to deny the Scriptures to be the Word
of God, and to have earned for themselves the epithet, eanti-
Scripturists'),2 and the strange excitement—even ecstasy—that
often attended their meetings. The self-sufficient presbyterian,
who had a hatred of enthusiasm which would not have been
out of place a century later, never realized that, during the
upheaval caused by the civil war, many found formulae insuffi-
cient, and that the most exact observance of religious duties
gave no comfort to soldiers like Paul Hobson or to gentlewomen
like Mary Springett.3 They felt that they derived no benefit
from ceremonial and rebelled at the conception of the suffi-
ciency of the Scriptures. The result is well described by William
Penn, in his preface to Fox's Journal:
£... many left them [puritans], and all visible churches and societies,
and wandered up and down, as sheep without a shepherd, and as
doves without their mates; seeking their beloved, but could not find
1	According to Edwards, *Needie, broken, decaied men, who know not how to
live ... turn independents*. (Gangraena, pt. 2, p. 152.)
2	Edwards, Gangraena, pt. i, p. 82.  Others are reported to have said that, now
that 'they were all taught of God, and needed not that any one should teach them*,
men in black clothes were no longer necessary. (Ibid., pt. 3, p. 90.)
3	Ibid., p. 90; W. C. Braithwaite, The Beginnings of Quakerism (1912), pp. 13-15.
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